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appointments ranging from R-i 200 to P^ 3,500, and among these the number
held by Indians is only 80 The number oi' permanent appointments on these
Railways between Bs. 500 and Us. 3,500 is 774 ; out of them only 10 are held
by Indians ; the number of temporary appointments between the same limits
is 30, out of which only '2 are Indians. Descending to appointments between
Rs. 250 and B,* 500, of which there are 299, we find only J 8 held by Indians.
Here, then, Sir, is plenty of room for the employment of Indians, and if
Indians are employed there will be a considerable saving a ad the working ex-
penses of Railways will be reduced. And there will be no difficulty in bringing
down the proportion of working expenses to gross earnings to about 50 per
cent., as I propose."

The Hon'ble SIB T. R. TTrxNE : " Sir, the Hon'ble Member I take it does
not wish me to answer his criticisms regarding the working expenses. The
remarks he made t\vre I take merely meant to enable him to introduce his
proposals for the further employment of Indians on Rail ways. I would only
point out that the arguments lie has advanced to-day are precisely those which
he advanced last year and to which I think I gave very conclusive answer^
and I refer him to the report of last year's debate. Now, when we come to the
question of largely employing Indians on railways, we find very different
conditions to those existing in the other Departments. To begin with, railways
employ a very large number of Indians already. The total number of people
employed on Railways in India, according to the returns of 1909, as published
in the Railway Board's Administration Report and which is the latest return
available, is 515,7u2, of which 495,722 are Indians: -;?7 per cent, there-
fore of the employes on railways in India are Indians "

The Hon'ble BABTT BETTPENTJBANA.TE I'ASU : *' Does that include coolies
and porters ?"

The Hon'ble SIR T. R, WYNNE : " Yes; it is also includes station masters
and all employe's. These figures include both officers, subordinates and men, and
aken as a whole 1 do not think they support the contention that Indians are
not freely employed on Indian Railways. I take it, however, that the Hon'ble
Mr. G-okhale wishes to distinguish between Indians employed in the superior
and subordinate grades. I think that is his point, and the remarks I new
make will refer solely to State Railways, as on Companies'Railways it is
a matter for them to deal with, as Government have not very much power in
that direction. My reply in regard to the State Railways is that Indians are
now appointed every year to the superior grades of the Engineering, Traffic and
Accounts Departments of State Railways. The Accounts Department, I should
say, has recently been handed over to the Finance Department, and so the
Railway Board have nothing whatever to do with the appointment of Indians
to the Accounts Department. Now, in the Engineering Branch, Indian
Engineers have been appointed to that Branch for a great many years, and
there is no bar to their rising to the top of that Branch. At present for
instance, there is my friend, llai Bahadur Lala Rani, who has acted as Cbief
Engineer of the Eastern Bengal State Railway. He is now on leave, and
when lie returns he will again act as Chief Engineer. As regards the Traffic
Department, feke recruitment is of a more recent growth; but appointments arc
now being made every year, and the gentlemen who are now being appointed
will have the whole field open to them in the future. They are being
appointed, as regards pay and pension, on exactly the same basis as if they
were Europeans.

" With regard to the Locomotive Department, there has been up desire, as
far as I am aware, for any Indians to enter that Department. It is a Depart-
ment where you have got to go through an apprenticeship and work for five
years in an English workshop. After you have done that, you have to learn
about running wofk and the management of drivers - a diifieult class to handle;
and besides that you have to work very hard at the scientific part of the
profession. In fact, to qualify for the Locomotive Department, it may be
necessary to reside out of the country for a good many years. In my opinion,
the present rate of recruitment of Indians in the superior branches of Indians
Railways is proceeding as rapidly as circumstances permit. Without intending
in any way to disparage the ability and character of the natives of India, I say